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Educator Preparation Advisory Committee to the Nebraska State Board of Education 

 

 

NCTE GENERAL MEETING 

Thursday, June 6, 2013 

Country Inn and Suites, 5353 North 27th Street, Lincoln, NE 68521  

Present:  HED – D. Acklie, S. Alford, T. Anderson, P. Blundell, B. DeHart, L. Forester, K. Fuchser, J. 

Kupper, D. Ponec, K. Rempp, E. Scantling, B. Schnabel, P. Spethman, J. Uffelman, T. 

Wandzilak, D. White 

 NCAPE –  

 NASB – S. DeCamp, J. Vlach 

 NCSA – D. Bird, S. Anderson, B. Habrock, F. Helmink, M. Lenihan, D. Wiseman  

 TSB –  

 NSEA – S. Bartholomew, N. Bateman, A. Bone, S. Brown, D. Casey, T. Coe, D. Jankovich, P. 

Ludeke, F. Marymee, L. Mihm, S. Ptacek, C. Rice, J. Sears, S. Stake, M. Tebbe 

 NPTA –  

 ALM –  

 NDE – S. Katt, P. Madsen 

Guests: HED  - J. Jansky, D. Ladwig, M. Lundgren, P. Rippe, M. Towey-Schulz 

 NDE –K. Buller, M. Beiermann, M. Hobson, K. Luebbe, C. McClain  

 Others – C. Marvin, C. Ortega, K. Wheeler, C. Wickham, L. Zeller 

Absent Without Alternate Replacement: 

 HED –  

 NCAPE  - B. Schweiger 

 NASB- K. Danek, H. Vahle 

 NCSA –M. Adler, A. Auten, J. Beach, P. Bohn, L. Moeller, K. Mathews 

 TSB – D. Freese, D. Harder 

 NPTA – A. Nickerson 

 ALM – A. Gay, M. Schlieder  

 
HED-Higher Education    TSB-Teachers State Board Appointed 

                 NCAPE-NE Council on American Private Education NSEA-NE State Education Association 

                 NASB-NE Association of School Boards   NPTA-NE Parent Teacher Association 

NCSA-NE Council of School Administrators   ALM-At-Large Members  

NDE-NE Dept. of Education 

 

Opening Address:  Jay Sears, NSEA Representative, gave a brief history of NCTE.   Future teacher 

preparation will look for good teachers according to content, communication, and character.  Sears 

spoke about education issues discussed at the latest legislative session, especially the review of the 

taxing system in Nebraska and the state aid formula which both affect funding for Nebraska schools.   

Meeting Called to Order:  President Schnabel called the meeting to order at 10:05 a.m. 

Declaration of Legal Meeting and Open Meetings Act:  by President Schnabel.   
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Public Comments:   Chris Marvin, UNL – Early Childhood Endorsement Ad Hoc member;  Marvin 

reviewed a matrix concerning Early Childhood endorsements.  She asked that the NCTE membership 

carefully review all the Early Childhood endorsements before approving one or all of them.    

Approval of March 8, 2013 NCTE General Session Meeting Minutes:     Sears moved and Jankovich  

seconded to approve minutes.  Roll call vote was taken and minutes approved. 

 

Executive Committee Minutes:  April 25, 2013 minutes reviewed by President Schnabel. 

 

Rule Status Report:  Sharon Katt, NDE 

Rule 20:  Under review; changes need to reflect the standards, quality and accountability with practices 

demonstrating effective educator preparation programs at the higher education institutions. 

Rule 20 was last reviewed in 2008.  This rule needs to show real accountability in a data-

informed way.  The rule is trying to incorporate more clinical practice for teacher candidates.  

Need to work collaboratively with all entities for a successful clinical practice for the teacher 

candidates.  Program admission requirements have been adjusted along with coursework 

requirements.  The proposal is to eliminate the guidelines, or incorporate them into the Rule 

according to the new InTASC standards. 

Rule 21:  Under review  

Rule 23:  Under review  

Rule 24:  Approved by the Attorney General’s office in mid-March, now awaiting Governor’s signature. 

 

Proposed Endorsements for Final Approval:  

Early Childhood Endorsements:  Melody Hobson, NDE Office of Early Childhood and Ad Hoc Committee 

Co-Chair presented.  Meeting discussions centered on trying to strengthen what we have in the 

endorsements and make them relevant to serve children in various programs. Hobson gave synopsis on 

the current endorsements, which are: 

 Early Childhood Inclusive:  Guidelines now include all new (2012) Council of Exceptional Children 

(CEC) standards and all National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) 

standards.  This allows for a totally blended endorsement.  

 Early Childhood Education (proposed supplemental):   PK-Grade 3 level; would have to be 

earned concurrently with or added to the Elementary Education endorsement.  NAEYC 

standards are included in Guidelines.  During the March NCTE meeting, the Graduate Standing 

Committee added that the ECE endorsement could be attached to Special Education, K-6 or K-

12, as well as Elementary Education, K-6.  

 Special Education Early Childhood (graduate-subject):   Addition of new (2012) CEC standards in 

Guidelines.    

Propose to eliminate:  Preschool Disabilities endorsement and the Early Care Special 

Authorization (Birth – Kindergarten.)   

 

Special Education:  Carol McClain, NDE Special Education and Ad Hoc Committee Chair presented.  The 

initial endorsement is to provide and teach services, with the focus on an efficient path to certification.  
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It is now called ‘Special Education’ rather than ‘Special Education Generalist.’  The intent has been to get 

the Special Education endorsement revision completed and then work on the specializations.  The 

number of coursework hours in Special Education has increased from 22 credit hours to 30 credit hours.  

The Guidelines are based on 2012 CEC standards.  The Guidelines have changed “exceptionalities” to 

“disabilities” as High Ability/Gifted Education is not a part of Special Education in Nebraska; and grade 

levels are K-6, 7-12 or K-12 (field).  Nebraska is a birth-mandate state. 

 Special Education Supervisor – New Special Education administration endorsement is specifically 

focused on Special Education administration, Birth-21.  It requires 36 graduate hours in Special 

Education administration.   Requires a special education endorsement and two years of teaching 

experience in a school system.  

 

English Language Arts Endorsements:  Alan Bone presented; Journalism and Media Education 

endorsement will become a supplemental endorsement and is revised to reflect journalism/media 

standards.  Kupper mentioned there were NACTE questions raised at the NACTE meeting concerning the 

English Language Arts endorsements that can be discussed at the Standing Committee meetings. 

 

Madsen stated that the additional Special Education endorsements will be introduced to NCTE at the 

October meeting.  Upcoming Ad Hoc Committees include Middle Grades, Art, General Art, and Music 

and sign-up sheets will be available at the October meeting. 

 

Program Approval - Chadron State and Concordia University successfully completed the state program 

approval process and have completed their national accreditation visits; Nebraska Wesleyan will have 

their national accreditation visit in November, 2013.  Grace University and Midland University will begin 

program approval in 2014. 

 

Officer Nominations:  Schnabel reported that the Executive Committee nominated Mark Adler for NCTE 

President in 2015.  There were no other nominations from the floor.  Mark Adler was elected president-

elect by acclamation. 

   

NDE Updates:  S. Katt/P. Madsen 

o Content /Praxis II Testing:   Madsen reported there is not a current requirement for candidates 

to take the test, but that candidates are encouraged to take the appropriate content test during 

the 2013-2014 academic year.  Beginning September 1, 2014 first-time applicants for a Nebraska 

certificate will have to show evidence that they have taken the required content test; and 

effective September 1, 2015, applicants will have to pass the required test.  Nebraska’s 

recommended passing scores were set with the assistance of ETS and Nebraska education 

stakeholders.  Requirements will eventually appear in Rule 21.  

o Basic Skills Test:  Madsen stated that ETS will continue to be Nebraska’s vendor for basic skills 

tests.  Praxis I/PPST will not be available after September 1, 2014 and Nebraska will transition to 

the Praxis CORE Academic Skills for Educators test at that time.  The CORE tests are aligned with 

the Common Core State Standards (CCSS).     
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o Common Student Teaching Assessment:  Institutions have been working toward a common 

assessment that is based on the InTASC standards and which would be used by all institutions. 

o NCTQ report is coming out in mid-June.  Katt encouraged members to review the report with 

attention to the types of questions/standards that were used by NCTQ and to make a 

determination of how relevant evaluation criteria were to Nebraska programs and educator 

preparation.  

o Attracting Excellence to Teaching Act will be officially reinstated on July 1, 2013.  $1,000,000 will 

be available. 

o Teacher Principal Frameworks –20 schools will be piloting an evaluation during the 2013-14 

school year.  Schools will have the option to adopt it; and the hope is that it will be a good 

resource for school districts. 

    

11:30 a.m.   First General Session adjourned by President Schnabel.    

  Standing Committees convened. 

 

12:00 p.m. Working Lunch – Continued Standing Committee discussion. 

 

1:00 p.m.  Standing Committees reconvened.  

 

1:45 p.m. Second General Session called to order by President Schnabel. 

    

Reports from Standing Committees: 

Certification:  Schnabel presented.  Committee recommendations include modifying the Secondary 

English 006.22c to say:  “Persons with this endorsement may teach Secondary English courses in grades 

7-12.”  Another recommendation is to modify the language to include an approved field experience in 

Reading and Writing 006.49d and Journalism and Media 006.37d.  The committee expressed concerns 

about the addition of the Special Education option that is attached to the Early Childhood supplemental 

endorsement and recommended that the Special Education option be removed.  Diana Casey was 

elected Vice Chair of the committee with no volunteers for the secretary position at this time. 

 

Graduate:   Jankovich presented.  The committee recommended that English Language Arts 

endorsements should remain 7-12, not 6-12.  Motion was made and approved to remove the SPED K-6 

and SPED K-12 from the Early Childhood Supplemental endorsement.  The committee recommends the 

Special Education Supervisor needs to go through the official ad hoc committee process for further 

development/revision—need to include special education teaching experience as a requirement.  Donna 

Moss was elected as Chair of the committee for the upcoming year, and Michelle Tebbe was elected as 

Secretary for the upcoming year. 

 

Undergraduate :  Bone presented.  The committee approved the endorsements (English Language Arts, 

Secondary English, Journalism and Media Education, Reading and Writing, Speech, Theatre, and Reading 

Specialist.  Eliminate Language Arts (field), English and Speech and Theatre (field) and recommends to 

move forward for full council action with the following changes:  add field experiences to all 
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supplemental Language Arts area endorsements (Journalism and Media Education, Reading and Writing, 

Speech, Theatre) and also to return the English Language Arts and Secondary English endorsements 

grade level from 6-12 back to 7-12.   

 

 Full Council Action:   

 Motion by Bone, second by Kupper to change English Language Arts and Secondary English from 

6-12 to 7-12 grade levels. Roll call vote taken – motion approved. 

 Motion by Bone, second by Kupper to add required field experiences to the Journalism and 

Media Education and Reading and Writing endorsements.   Roll call vote taken – motion 

approved. 

 Motion by Bone, second by Kupper to remove the second sentence in section 006.49C in the 

Reading and Writing endorsement, “To qualify for this endorsement, the applicant shall have, or 

earn concurrently, a subject of field endorsement”, as that is understood and is redundant 

language.   Roll call vote taken – motion approved. 

 Motion by Bone, second by Kupper to approve the Language Arts ‘suite’ of endorsements 

(English Language Arts, Secondary English, Journalism and Media Education, Reading and 

Writing, Speech, Theatre, and Reading Specialist.)  Roll call vote taken – motion approved. 

 Motion by Jankovich, second by Brown to approve Early Childhood Inclusive, Special Education 

Early Childhood, and Special Education Endorsements.  Roll call vote taken – motion approved. 

 Motion by Jankovich, second by Brown to remove the Special Education K-6 and K-12 option 

from the Early Childhood Supplemental endorsement.  Roll call vote taken – motion approved. 

 Motion by Jankovich, second by Brown to approve the Early Childhood Education supplemental 

endorsement.  Roll call vote taken – motion approved. 

 Recommendation from the Graduate Committee for the Special Education Supervisor 

endorsement to be sent to an official ad hoc committee, which is constituted in compliance with 

Organizational Policies, for additional consideration.  Roll call vote taken – motion approved. 

 

President Schnabel called for a voice vote in support of Rule 20 changes.  Unanimous approval. 

 

President Schnabel called for a vote to recommend that Chadron State College and Concordia University 

program approval results be forwarded to the Commissioner as having met State Approval requirements 

and is ready for formal State board approval. Unanimous approval. 

 

President Schnabel recognized Doreen Jankovich as the incoming President for 2013-14.  Jankovich 

thanked President Schnabel for her commitment and leadership and presented Schnabel with a plaque 

in recognition of her service. 

 

Adjournment:   Meeting adjourned at 2:20 p.m. 

 


